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ABSTRACT

An abnormal state of youth unemployment is onehef basic improvement issues confronting Ethiopiae T

lacking job circumstance of youth has various firiah political and moral outcomes

Unemployed young people are more likely to abuBeitilsubstances than employed young people. Youth
unemployment also contributes for the prevalenceriofie and violence in societies where employmemiootunities are
limited.. Unemployment is a distressing life ocoasthat makes individuals despondent. Youth uneympémnt likewise
encourages the improvement of young people. Ungmpgat has driven many young women and girls intovgerk in
Africa. Like other towns of the country, Ambo town alsspays and witnesses the problem of unemploynigrd. after
effects of youth unemployment in this area till ne&s not well understood. In this stand, this studg conducted to
examine the outcomes of Youth Unemployment in thdysarea. A sample of 140 respondents from thebeles namely
Kebele 01, 02 and 03 with high unemployment ratas \welected. The structured interview schedule prvagared to
collect information on the consequences of youtbnyployment. The study was supplemented by subgatformation
gathered through Key Informant Interviews (Kllspces Group Discussions (FGDs), and Direct ObsermatiThe most
important consequences of unemployment as percéidide youth were migration from rural to urbarnl amban to urban
or increase in migrants. The other important consages as perceived by the respondents were aw$olMoral failure
of youth, Exposed to physical and sexual abusep&eghto mental and psychological depression orlbsgeess, Lack of
emotional attachment to the family, Drug addict@mrexpose to local drinks and illegal gambling #&ighting with each
other or with group of relatives may attack othdrkerefore, the experiences of localized effortcafinecting trained
youth with private employers should be expandeddlude more diversified skills of youth. In somayyit can be altered

to be a plat form for job search or labor supplykaa
KEYWORDS: Consequences of Youth Unemployment, Youth Unempémtm

INTRODUCTION

An abnormal state of youth unemployment is onéhefliasic improvement issues confronting EthioperhBnu
et al (2005) expressed that adolescent unemployragnis reliably higher than some other age giupe population in
the nation. Likewise Guracello and Rosati (2009vedd that youngsters living in urban communitied towns are more

inclined to be unemployed than rural youngsters.
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A study conducted by Getamesay (2009) found thatptoblem of unemployment highly affect the young
population of Dessie town in Ethiopia. Currently,2 per cent of youth unemployment rate was estichat urban centers
of the country. The declining of youth unemploymeats attributed to the adoption of youth policy2004 and the efforts
made by the government in making the young peogiigedy participate in the development activitidglee country. The
factual evidence indicated that youth unemploynienirban areas is a serious problem. It reflecas #fforts have been
made to address the problem, in which a 10 perteciine was observed in the last eleven years. Menve¢he issue
requires further intervention from the concernediban order to benefit from the human resourcedjvidually and
nationally. Otherwise, the social and economic<@siuld affect individuals and societies in patacuand the country in
general (Source: Computed from CSA data: 1999, 22004).

The deficient work circumstance of youth has vasifinancial, political and moral results (Berhariwake 2005;
Toit, 2003). Unemployed young people are more Yikiel abuse illicit substances than employed youagpfe. As
indicated by UN (2003) report, unemployed youth taee fundamental drug users in Sub Saharan Afvitéch accounts
34 million youngsters speaking to 7.7 percent & thainland's youth population. Youth unemploymedditonally
contributes for the pervasiveness of wrongdoing &imibusness in social orders where business oppibtigs are
constrained. Okojie (2003) and Haji (2007) foundtthumerous unemployed youth run criminal endeawocsipied with
brutality, furnished theft, auto grabbing, illi¢itel deals, and unlawful importation of arms. Unéoyment is an negative
life occasion that makes individuals desponderdrdases in the unemployment rate lower the happiné&veryone,
particularly the unemployed (Bell and Blanchflow2610). Consistent to this, Toit (2003) also fouhdt experiencing
depression is the consequence of unemployment. dvere Berhanu et al (2005) stated unemploymentlteesocial

exclusion and a sense of hopelessness on youth.

Youth unemployment likewise encourages the advasoémf street young people. Moreover, Echebiri 800
noticed that unemployment has driven numerous ydadigs and young ladies into sex work in Africateinpting to
bolster their families and give consideration tdiwduals from the family unit, they are regulaligited in their chances
for instruction and preparing. The absence of apgnifor work and their disadvantageous social peke them more
prone to wind up as sex laborers. Okojie (2003gViiise clarified that absence of vocation open déas added to
expanding feminization of neediness, furthermongpsuted prostitution as a method for survival ifea African towns
and cities. Further, ILO (2004) expressed that tinidpia, youthful unemployed ladies are without ¥ty drawn into

prostitution.

Ambo is one of the towns in Oromia Regional Stat#h\&n aggregate population of 107,980. Out of, th8%
were youth (CSA, 2014). Like different towns of timation, Ambo town additionally shows the issue yofuth
unemployment. Youth unemployment rate was discalv&fe%, having 6.63 % male and 9.37 % female (CRA4). The
actualities showed that young population is ontheffragments of the town population influencedhs problem. While
these general truths are clear, the particularomués of youth work in the town have gotten litésearch consideration.
The results of youth unemployment in the town soafare not all around surveyed (Ambo Town Youth &part Office
Final Report, 2014). In this stand, this study wascted to inspect the outcomes of Youth Unempletin the study

zone.
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The research was conducted in Ambo town, West Sboa of Oromia region. The reason why Ambo town was

purposively selected by the researcher is that firmong the towns in West Shoa zone, the unempaynate was more
in Ambo town (Table 1).

Table 1: Youth Unemployment Rate of Some Towns in 8t Shoazone

Name of Town | Youth Unemployment Rate (%)
Ambo 29
Ginchi 25
Gudar 24

Source: West Shoayouth and sport office (2015).

The study utilized multistage inspecting. Stagérhbo town was purposively chosen for this studgagst2: The
essential inspecting units are kebeles. Three &sbelparticular Kebele 01, 02 and 03 out of theléeles in the town are
purposively chosen. The purpose of selecting thase kebeles was that the unemployment rate vgdswinen compared

with other three pre-urban kebeles (AwaroKora, @#ekarisi and KisoseOdoliban) (Table 2).

Table 2 Unemployment Rate of Six Kebeles of Ambo Tin in 2014

Kebeles Number of Unemployed Youth
01 786
02 784
03 498
AwaroKora, 234
SankalleFarisi 231
KisoseEdoliban 206

Source: Ambo Town Youth and Sport Office (2014)

Stage 3: For the motivation behind this exploratithe subjects considered were young people edrelith
office of the Youth and Sport Affairs, Ambo, matdreetween 15-29 years. Utilizing straightforwanggular inspecting

strategy, the young people were chosen from thendisshed kebeles.

The aggregate number of unemployed youth enlisti#iul tive workplace of the Youth and Sport Affairsmbo
Town, from chose three kebeles viz., kebele 0leleb2 and kebele 03 were 2068. The specimen sigecontrolled by

utilizing the recipe given by Kothari (2004).

2

n=2"-Npq
e’ (N-1) +Zp.q

Where n= required sample size
N= size of the population (2068)
e=8%
P=0.5
g=0.5

Z= Confidence interval at 95% which is 1.96
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n= (1.96)2x2068x0.5x0.5
(0.08Yx (2068-1) + (1.96X0.5x0.5

n=140

The number of respondents to be selected from &ablele was determined by probability proportion to
population size method. The respondents were seleasing simple random sampling technique. Theildetd the

respondents selected from the three selected lehrdgresented in Table 3.

Table 3: Selected Respondents from Each Kebele

S. No. | Selected Kebeles| Total Number of Respondents| Selected Respondents
1 Kebele 1 784 53
2 Kebele 2 786 54
3 Kebele 3 498 33
Total 3 2,068 140

Source: Own sketch

Additionally, key informants such as expert of yowtnd sport office, expert of MSSED office, comntyni

leaders and kebele managers were included. Thidscta presented in Table 4.

Table 4: Details of the Sample Size and Methods Bfata Collection (n=140)

S. No. | Section Sample Size | Methods of Data Collection
1 Selected respondents 140 Interview schedule

Key informants (KIIs):

a)Expert of youth and sport offic
2 b)Expert of MSSED office

D

WWORrPEk

¢) Community leaders Checklist
e)Kebele managers
3 Focus group discussions(FGDs Checklist

The structured interview schedule was preparedlieat information on consequences of youth unegpient.
The study was supplemented by qualitative dataecttl through Key Informant Interviews (KlIs), Fec@&roup
Discussions (FGDs), and Direct Observations. Clistcllas designed to collect the required data duFi&Ds and Kils.
In addition, secondary data obtained from recofdsdministrative offices, publications, journalgdks and other sources
relevant to this study were also used to enrichirthestigation.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS

Consequences of Youth Unemployment

The inadequate employment situation of youth haswuanber of socio-economic, political and moral
consequences. Therefore, the consequences of ynathployment as perceived by the respondents wadesd and the

results are presented in the Table 4.
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Table 4 Perceived Consequences of Youth Unemploynten

S. No Consequences of Youth Unemployment

Frequency | Percent
1 Migrate from rural to urban and urban to urbaimorease migrants 140 100.00
2 Drug addiction or expose to local drinks andgglegambling 123 87.90
3 Fighting with each other or with group of relavmay attack others 118 84.3(
4 Engage in prostitution that expose his/her toovsrdisease 129 92.10
5 Increase in cheap human labor 127 90.70
6 Expose to physical and sexual abuse 130 93,60
7 Domestic servant in the home 123 87.90
8 Expose to mental and psychological depressidmopelessness 129 92.10
9 Expose to human trafficking of immigration 128 A0
10 Moral failure of youth 131 93.60
11 Lack of emotional attachment to their family 129 92.10

Source: Survey data (2016)

The most important consequences of unemploymepésived by the youth were migration from ruralitban

and urban to urban or increase in migrants (100)00%

In addition, they additionally express that adodgdcregularly move to institutions for instructiand training,
however numerous transients move for work relagssaons took after by their families. In accordanith this, Okojie
(2003) delineated that movement of youth has brbagjout centralization of youth in urban commuusitend towns
where there are few occupations accessible in addharea establishments. In expansion to this, rbo(E994) and
Mlatsheni and Rospabe (2002) expressed that priaVitec urban relocation of youthful and instructedividuals is the

very main driver for the high and always risingd&svof urban unemployment.
A statement obtained from the FGD participants alggport the underlined argument. They stated that:

“Due to the expansion of socio-economic sectors aadous advantages young people migrated towahes t
town in search of better employment opportunitietter life, education and other services. Thesesdiais common to see
new faces in the center of the town referredjiaat’, which is the area of daily laborers. These nelwgeekers definitely

had come from the surrounding areas in particutant rural kebeles to look for jobs”.
The other important consequences as perceivedebetipondents were as follows:

Moral failure of youth was reported by 93.60 pentcef the youths as the next most important consecg of
youth unemployment. In UNAIDS (2004) report, it waported that unemployed young people are at aarhigher risk
of contracting HIV/AIDS than employed young people.

Exposed to physical and sexual abuse (93.60%) agdded in prostitution that expose his/her to weridisease
(92.10%,) were the other consequences stated byadhths, Okojie (2003) also explained that lackeofiployment
opportunities has contributed to increasing fenaition of poverty, and also encouraged prostituéis means of survival
in several African towns and cities. Further, ILEDQ5) stated that in Ethiopia, young unemployed worare without

knowing drawn into prostitution.

Unemployment is a stressful life event that makesppe unhappy. Expose to mental and psychological

depression or hopelessnessand lack of emotioralhattent to the familywere indicated as consequeng®2.10 per cent
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of the youths. This finding is supported by thalfirgs of Toit (2003), Berhanu et al (2005) and Bell Blanchfl(2010).

Unemployed young people are more likely to abuseitilsubstances than employed young people. Drug
addiction or expose to local drinks and illegal @éing was reported by 87.90 per cent of the respotsdas one of the
consequence of unemployment. This finding is wapported by the findings of Curtain (2000), Chigui2002), UN
(2003) and Haiji (2007).

Youth unemployment also contributes for the pravedeof crime and violence in societies where enpleyt
opportunities are limited. Fighting with each othar with group of relatives was reported as theseguence of
unemployment by 84.30 per cent of the respond@is.findings of Chigunta (2002), Okojie (2003), Ebhi (2005) and
Haji (2007) are in line with the finding of thisusly.

Age and Sex Based Discrimination Consequences

Data was collected concerning the age and sex bdisedmination from each respondent. The data were

analyzed and presented in Table 5.

Table 5 Age and Sex Based Discrimination Consequerss(n=140)

S. No Consequences SD% | D% | N% | A% | SA%

1 Lack of fairness may happen - - - 33.6 664

2 Lack of confidence may happen - 10.7 52.1 36.4
3 Lack of equality may happen - 0.7 - 40.7 58|16

4 Lack of positive attitude may happen - 9.3 41.449.3

5 Lack of equal participation may happen - 5|7 - .638 60.7

6 Lack of transparency may happen - 6|4 - 55.0 38.6

Strongly agree (SD), disagree (D), neutral (N), age (A) and strongly agree (SA).
Source: Survey data (2016)
All the respondents perceived “lack of fairness nteppen” due to age and sex discrimination. Thesroth
consequence perceived by them were: “lack of eyualay happen, lack of equal participation may Repdack of

transparency may happen, lack of positive attitmdg happen and finally, lack of confidence may leayip
CONCLUSIONS

The most important consequences of unemploymepei@eived by the youth were migration from ruralitban
and urban to urban or increase in migrants. Therathportant consequences as perceived by the mdspts were as
follows: Moral failure of youth, Exposed to phydiead sexual abuse, Exposed to mental and psydhalatepression or
hopelessness, lack of emotional attachment toaimélyf, Drug addiction or expose to local drinks diejal gambling and

Fighting with each other or with group of relativeay attack others.
RECOMMENDATIONS

The problem of migration should be addressed: Asvshin the finding, the most important consequenas the
migration of youth towards cities. The continuouitaf youth may worsen the unemployment situatiorurban areas,
and the social and economic costs would be high.

Therefore, the experiences of localized effortscofinecting trained youth with private employers udticbe

expanded to include more diversified skills of yauh some way, it can be altered to be a plat fimnjob search or labor
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supply market. A mechanism to benefit the localgbedrom local development should be given attemtio particular

reference to youth, they should be more engagethendevelopment efforts of their environment fobetter and

sustainable result.
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